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O n Sunday, June 30th, our beloved dad, Jerry Reichenberger, took his final lap
and crossed the finish line for the last time. That day was a perfect lap around
the track—surrounded by his sons, Mike, Denny, and Mark, and his very special
friend, Dawn. It was as if life gave him one last victory lap, filled with love, memories,
and the people who mattered most. Dad began his journey with his own auto repair
shop, where he became known not just for fixing cars, but for his generosity and
compassion. He had a heart too big for business—often lowering bills because he
couldn’t bear to charge people more than they could afford. “I can’t charge them that
much,” he’d say, and he meant it every time. Later, he found what he called his
“dream job” at Mercury Racing, building offshore race boat engines. It was more than
a job—it was a passion. His dedication and skill took him around the world, and
through sheer determination, he rose to lead the department. He didn’t just build
engines—he built trust, respect, and a legacy of excellence.

That same work ethic and pride in craftsmanship lives on in his three sons. He never
said no. He was always there—to lend a hand, to teach, to guide. And when he could
no longer help the way he used to, it hurt him deeply. Because helping others wasn’t
just something he did—it was who he was. Even in his final days, his kindness shone
through. A nurse said, “He was the nicest man I ever met.” And she was right. But
perhaps nothing brought him more joy than being “Papa.” He loved his grandsons,
Brandon and Jace, with all his heart. They were his pride, his joy, and his legacy. And
when his great-grandson Chase came into the world, it lit up his heart in a whole new
way. He adored them all—every laugh, every hug, every moment. Now, he’s loading
up his race car one last time, heading home to be with his love, Donna, who went
before him. He’s reunited with his brothers and sisters, ready to race again at the
great speedway in the sky.

A time of visitation will be held for Jerry on Monday, July 14, 2025 from 5 pm until 7
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pm at the Poklasny Funeral Home, 870 W. South Park Ave. in Oshkosh. A parish
prayer service will be held at 7 pm. Visitation will continue on Tuesday at St. Jude
Parish, St. Vincent Catholic Church from 10 am until the time of the Mass of
Christian Burial at 11 am. Burial will be in Lake View Memorial Park Cemetery.

Dad, your race is run, but your legacy roars on—in every engine you built, every life
you touched, and every heart you loved. We love you. We miss you. And we’ll see you
at the finish line.
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Events

Visitation

=] Monday, July 14, 2025
(® 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

@ Poklasny Funeral Home
870 W. South Park Ave, Oshkosh WI 54902

Prayer Service

=] Monday, July 14, 2025
(® 7:00PmMCT

@ Poklasny Funeral Home
870 W. South Park Ave, Oshkosh WI 54902

Mass of Christian Burial

=] Tuesday, July 15, 2025

(® 11:00AM CT

St. Jude Parish, St. Vincent Catholic Church

1225 Oregon Street, Oshkosh, WI 54902

Cemetery Details

Lake View Memorial Park
2786 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh WI 54901
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=44.0048921,-88.56007549999998
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=44.0048921,-88.56007549999998
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=44.0067012,-88.5427493
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=44.0501361,-88.5661198

Tribute Wall Jerome Frederick Reichenberger

JUN 8, 1942 - JUN 30, 2025

Phillip Farley posted:

Mark:I'm so extremely sorry for your loss. Having had the opportunity to meet and get to know Jerry
and Donna for several years now, what wonderful parents you had. | recall the many conversations
he and | had over the years with a top priority of his, loving his sons and his Donna. They both loved
you so much and wanted nothing but the best for you. As the remembrance here states, his race
here may be complete but just rejoice in the fact that he is now in his Heavenly Home and once again
reunited with your mom, Donna. | also think back to the fact of how his love, compassion, and care
was in taking care of her during her final years. If there were nothing else about a man, that alone by
itself proves just what an amazing man he was. | never recall Jerry having one negative thought, in
fact | can only recall his positive attitude, his love & zest for life, his love of racing, helping others,
and just being the special man, he was. I'll end by saying again to you and your siblings how sorry |
am for your loss. Whenever you feel the emptiness, sadness and weight of this loss, lean in and
cherish all those precious memories of your dad, passing on all of that love and compassion he
taught you, and thank our Lord and Savior for having had on this earth such a father, mentor, friend,
and teacher.God Bless you, my friend.Phil Farley

July 2 at 7:06 PM

Lois Roderick posted:

Jerry you are going to be missed. You were the best neighbor ever.

July 2 at 9:00 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Jerome by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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